
Sponsored by the: 
Alabama, Louisiana, and Mississippi Rural Health Associations 

New Orleans, Louisiana 
Chateau Sonesta Hotel 

 

Wednesday, June 13, 2007 
 

7:30 – 8:30 a.m. 
Registration and Breakfast with Exhibitors 

 
8:45 – 9:30 a.m. 

Keynote Presentation 
Transformation in Health Care Delivery: The Future in Rural America 

Presented by: Keith J. Mueller, Ph.D., Director, Nebraska Center for Rural Health Research 
  One of the leading rural health policy experts in the country, Keith Mueller, Ph.D., will join 

  us to present information specific to the challenges rural healthcare providers face today and 
  how these challenges affect the future. In addition to his rural health expertise, Dr. Mueller is 

  also well versed in national health policy. This session will provide participants with infor-
  mation on the increasing changes and obstacles we encounter in the delivery of quality care. 

 
9:30 – 10:15 a.m. 

PDA’s and Nurses: The Basics 
Presented by: Frank Wartman, Instructional Technologist, Education & Information Technology,  

Mountain Area Health Education Center, Asheville, NC 
PDAs are tiny, functional computers that will allow nurses to be more effective and more organ-

ized. Nurses can quickly access current drug and clinical references and medical calculators. 
They can record patient data as they work, chart quickly and efficiently, and share data. Addi-
tionally, PDAs will allow nurses to organize and track patient data, and document treatments 

and assessments as they are done. Wartman will present information on the various ways PDAs can be used 
in your facility and the advantages your nursing staff will see by having access to them. 

 

10:15 – 10:45 a.m. 
Break with Exhibitors 

 
 



Lunch will be provided to all registered conference participants. 

10:45 – 11:30 a.m. 
Innovative Approach to Primary Care 

Presented by: Wilmer E. Baker, Ed.D., Executive Director, Alabama Medical Education Consortium 
The Alabama Medical Education Consortium (AMEC) has been established to aid other  

programs in meeting the chronic and growing shortage of primary care physicians who are  
serving  the healthcare needs in Alabama's rural and underserved areas. AMEC representatives 

will provide information on their program’s success and also provide insight for you to bring back 
to your organization. 

 

11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1:00 – 1:45 p.m. 
Problem Solving Using Root Causing Analysis 

Speaker: Saundra Ivey, AQAF – Alabama’s Medicare Quality Improvement Organization  
As Alabama's QIO, AQAF works in partnership with health care professionals and organizations, 
government, business and consumers to improve the quality of health care for the state's 750,000 

Medicare beneficiaries. Ivey will provide session participants with information specific to this 
organization’s methods on increasing quality, solving problems, and overcoming challenges that 

all of us face daily. 
 

1:45 – 2:30 p.m. 
VistA-Office EHR  

Presented by: Joseph Dal Molin, WorldVistA Interim President, Vice President Business Development 
Developed through a collaborative effort of CMS and the Veterans Health Administration 

(VHA), VistA-Office EHR is based on the VistA hospital information system first developed 
by the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) more than 20 years ago. VistA is currently used by 
more than 1,300 Veterans Administration facilities to maintain the records of more than 5 mil-

lion veterans. The fundamental goal of the VistA-Office project has been to encourage the 
broader adoption and effective use of EHRs among physicians by making a robust, flexible EHR product available in 
the public domain. This session will provide participants to have a better understanding of the program – including 

the benefits, services, and features it provides. 
 

2:30 – 3:00 p.m. 
Refreshment Break with Exhibitors  

 
 

3:00 – 3:45 p.m. 
Small Rural Hospital Toolbox 

Presented by: Wes Reade, Tennessee Hospital Association (THA) Solutions Group, Assistant Vice President 
THA Solutions Group brings value to the THA membership by providing relevant, cost effective, quality products 

and services in a way that supports THA priorities. This group is a valuable resource to THA members that positively 
impacts the hospitals that use their programs. Reade will share detailed information about the services his group pro-

vides. 
 
 



3:45 – 4:30 p.m.   
Lower Extremity Amputation Prevention (LEAP) Program: via Telemedicine  

Presented by: Tonia Canale, RN, Quality Manager, LSU Health Sciences Center 
The LSU Health Sciences Center Diabetes Foot Program (LSUHSC-DFP) in Baton Rouge LA spe-

cializes in the prevention and treatment of foot problems in patients with Diabetes Mellitus and re-
lated neuropathic conditions. The program uses the conservative management techniques developed by the 

multidisciplinary rehabilitation staff of the Gillis W. Long Hansen’s Disease Center, known as the Carville Ap-
proach. Canale will provide information about the use of telemedicine and the advantages it provides to provid-

ers as well participating program patients. 
 

4:30—Meeting Adjourn 
 

5:00 – 6:30, Social Networking Event 
Join your colleagues to network and enjoy light hors d'oeuvres in a casual setting out by the pool. Dinner will be 
on your own. We encourage to you to take advantage of being in New Orleans and enjoying the vast choices of 

fine cuisine this city has to offer. See the last page of this brochure for some LRHA staff picks! 
 

Thursday, June 14, 2007 
 

8:00 – 9:00 a.m., Breakfast with Exhibitors 
 

9:00 – 10:00 a.m. 
Practice Sites and Med Job Louisiana 

Presented by: Tom Tucker, North Carolina Office of Rural Health & Resource Development; Lee Ann Albert and  
Harry Lemming, Recruiters, Med Job Louisiana; and Carolyn Burn, Outreach Coordinator,  

AL Office of Primary Care & Rural Health Development 
We all know that one of the toughest challenges we face is recruitment and retention of providers in 
our facilities. This team of experts will provide information about existing programs and offer insight on 

the recruitment process as a whole. 
 

10:00 – 10:45 a.m. 
HIV Training in the Primary Care Setting 

Presented by: Dr. Ronald Wilcox, Medical Director, Delta AIDS Education Center, LSU New Orleans 
The AIDS Education and Training Centers (AETCs) Program of the Ryan White CARE Act is a net-

work of regional and national centers that train health care providers to treat persons with HIV/AIDS . 
As the clinical training component of the CARE Act, the program seeks to improve health outcomes of 
people living with HIV/AIDS through training on clinical management of HIV disease in such areas as 

use of antiretroviral therapies and prevention of HIV transmission. The Delta Region AETC educates clinicians 
in Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas. Dr. Wilcox, the Principal Investigator and Medical Director of the 

Delta Region AETC will provide information specific to the current projects of this program – specific to the 
Delta Region (Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas). 

 

10:45 – 11:30  
A National Update 

Presented by: Alan Morgan, Chief Executive Officer, National Rural Health Association 
A view from the top – Morgan will join us to provide information on the current objectives of the National Ru-

ral Health Association including overview of the 2007 Rural Health Policy Institute, the national legislative 
agenda and NRHA’s stand, the upcoming NRHA Annual Conference in Alaska and a look to the future of rural 

healthcare. 
 

11:30 
Conference Adjourns 



Click the hotel logo below to visit their website where you can access detailed informa-
tion on the variety of guest services and amenities the Chateau Sonesta has to offer.  

Driving directions from I-10 
East  
Traveling from the Airport on I-10 East, follow the 
signs to the New Orleans Business District and con-
tinue to follow 1-10 East toward Slidell.  
1. Exit I-10 East at the "Orleans Avenue/Vieux Carre" 
exit.  
2. Orleans Ave. becomes Basin St. as it curves toward 
the French Quarter.  
3. Make a left turn from Basin St. onto Iberville St.  
4. Follow Iberville St. into the French Quarter. Go 2 
blocks and turn right onto Dauphine St.  
5. The Chateau Sonesta Entrance is located on your 
immediate left. 

Driving Directions from I-10 
West  
1. Exit I-10 West at the "Orleans Avenue/Vieux 
Carre" exit and turn left onto Orleans Avenue.  
2. Orleans Ave. becomes Basin St. as it curves toward 
the French Quarter.  
3. Make a left turn from Basin St. onto Iberville St.  
4. Follow Iberville St. into the French Quarter. Go 2 
blocks and turn right onto Dauphine St.  
5. The Chateau Sonesta Entrance is located on your 
immediate left. 
 

Ground Transportation  
Ground transportation from Louis Armstrong International Airport is available at the baggage claim area. Air-
port Shuttle is a private shuttle service that stops at different hotels in the downtown area, and costs $13 per 
person. Taxicab service is also available at a flat rate of $28.00 for the first 2 passengers, and $12 for each addi-
tional passenger. Limousine service may be arranged through the Concierge desk at 504.586.0800. Prices are 
subject to change. 

Red Fish Grill 
115 Bourbon Street (on the property of Chateau Sonesta) 
www.redfishgrill.com 
One word - DELICIOUS! 
Bourbon House 
144 Bourbon Street (right near the corner of Bourbon & Canal 
Streets—in the Astor Crowne Plaza) www.bourbonhouse.com 

Great food, great atmosphere, and walking distance from the Chateau Sonesta! 
Central Grocery Co.  
923 Decatur Street (quite a trek from the hotel, good idea to grab a taxi!) 
This is an actual Italian-American grocery store with a sandwich counter located in 
the back—our opinion is that these folks serve the best muffuletta you’ll ever have.  
Deanie’s Seafood 
841 Iberville Street (right down the street from the hotel) www.deanies.com 
Such a short distance from the hotel… Like crawfish? Try the crawfish quartet!  


