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PEAL is supported by grant funding awarded to LRHA by the Federal Office of Rural Health Policy  

 In 2004, LRHA was awarded a Network 
Planning Grant by the Federal Office of Rural 
Health Policy. The plan put forth identified the need 
for outreach and education specific to Medicare 
benefits and services—specifically the Medicare 
Prescription Drug Plan introduced in January, 2006. 
The thirty Delta parishes were the primary target to 
promote this education and outreach; however, very 
early on in the project, PEAL partners saw the need 
extended beyond this designated area and expanded 
its network to encompass most of the rural areas 
throughout the state of Louisiana.  
 The initial enrollment period for Medicare 
Part D began November 15, 2005 and was set to 
close on May 15, 2006. Due to Hurricanes Katrina 
and Rita, the enrollment period was extended for a 
large portion of Louisiana and outreach activities 
continued through the remainder of the year.  

 A major component of the plan was to iden-
tify those Medicare beneficiaries who were eligible 
for the “extra help” in paying for their prescriptions 
once enrolled in Part D. Eligibility for the program 
relies on income and resource guidelines. PEAL was 
able to educate beneficiaries of the benefit and assist 
in the actual application process. The vast amount of 
those eligible for the program that were not knowl-
edgeable of its existence was quite surprising. It was 
decided at that point to add guidance on the benefits 
of the Medicare Savings Program to our efforts.  
 PEAL has been successful in aspects of the 
plan conceived back in 2004. Outreach activities 
continue as enrollment in Medicare Part D will open 
again on November 15, 2007. Events have already 
been scheduled (see page 2). Call us now to book an 
educational workshop prior to 11/15 and an actual 
enrollment event after 11/15.  

PEAL 
Partners  

Meet 
 

 On February 13, 
2007, the original PEAL 
partners along with new 
faces met at Sullivan’s in 
Baton Rouge to discuss the 

past endeavors of the project and to plan the next 
phase of outreach efforts. It was unanimously de-
cided that the “extra help” and Medicare Savings 
Program eligibility education and application/
enrollment assistance should remain the top priority 
to focus on while conducting workshops throughout 

the state. Representatives from the following agen-
cies were in attendance and pledged their support to 
PEAL for future activities: Assumption Community 
Hospital and Rural Health Clinic, Louisiana Medi-
caid, LA Dept. of Insurance Sr. Health Insurance 
Information Program, Louisiana Hospital Associa-
tion, and St. Gabriel Eastside Community Health 
Center. Other agencies who could not attend the  
meeting but  assured their commitment to PEAL 
are: Area Agencies on Aging, SenioRx, Louisiana 
Medicare Savings Program, Centers for Medicare & 
Medicaid Services, and Louisiana Healthcare Re-
view. For information on future PEAL partner 
meetings, please email Erin, watson@lrha.org.  
 

mailto:watson@lrha.org


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   The following internet sites have 

proven to be most helpful when researching, trouble-
shooting, and planning PEAL sponsored activities.  
 

Medicare Part D 2008 Outlook 
 

Kaiser Family Foundation 
 

Louisiana Medicare Savings Program 
 

Center for Medicare Advocacy, Inc. 
 
Medicare Prescription Drug Plan Finder 
 

Medicare Rights Center 
 

Louisiana Answers  

 Even though there’s a lot of time (you 
would think) before enrollment begins on Novem-
ber 15, 2007—we advise our member facilities to 
book an event now. The following events have 
been scheduled… Call LRHA, 985-369-3813 to 
schedule a workshop at your facility. These work-
shops are no cost to you. All expenses incurred are 
that of PEAL. Call us—we’d love to visit you! 

 
11/15/07 

Butler-Abshire Clinic 
 

11/16/07 
Union General Hospital 

 

Late November 
Allen Parish Hospital 

 

12/4/07 
Citizens Medical Center 

PEAL on the 
Web… 

 

 The PEAL section of the 
LRHA website is a great resource for 
information specific to prescription 
drug plan benefits and “extra help” 
eligibility guidelines. All handouts 

distributed to workshop attendees can be found on this 
page and downloaded. These handouts offer details on the 
benefits of the Medicare Prescription Drug Plan, eligibility 
guidelines for the Low Income Subsidy (“extra help”), and 
the eligibility guidelines for the Medicare Savings Pro-
gram. In an attempt to offer this information in an under-
standing manner, we have simplified the data and present it 
in a more comprehensible format. Because of the changes 
every year in Part D, it’s difficult for beneficiaries to keep 
up with what’s new, what’s changed, and what’s coming 
up in the future. If you would like several copies to distrib-
ute in your facility, email Erin, watson@lrha.org and we 
will duplicate and send to you for your convenience.   

 The following numbers come in handy 
when approached with questions regarding any-
thing-Medicare.  
 

Louisiana Rural Health Association 
Phone: (985) 369-3813 

 

Louisiana Department of Insurance 
Senior Health Insurance  

Information Program (SHIIP) 
Phone: (800) 259-5301 

 

MEDICARE 
1-800-MEDICARE 
(1-800-633-4227) 

 

Social Security Administration 
Phone: 1-800-772-1213 

mailto:watson@lrha.org
http://www.medicare-partd.com/PartD-The-2008-Medicare-Part-D-Outlook.php#M6175F3C3673D41FFB378D70240FD07DB
http://www.kff.org/medicare/index.cfm
http://www.dhh.louisiana.gov/offices/?ID=135
http://www.medicareadvocacy.org/default.htm
http://www.medicare.gov/MPDPF/Public/Include/DataSection/Questions/MPDPFIntro.asp?version=default&browser=IE%7C7%7CWinXP&language=English&defaultstatus=0&pagelist=Home&ViewType=Public&PDPYear=2007&MAPDYear=2007&MPDPF%5FMPPF%5FIntegrate=N
http://www.medicarerights.org/Index.html
http://www.louisianaanswers.com/default.aspx
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